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SPARK

We are excited to announce
that we are partnering with
ARCQE and the SPARK
mentorship program this fall.

The Spark Mentorship
Program works directly with
the agency, staff, and
educators to mentor
implementation strategies
reflected in the Spark Guide.
Cultural Partners collaborate
with Program Leaders to
recognize and guide
responsive practices that
reflect the rich cultural
diversity within their
programs and communities.

The Spark Guide empowers
early learning and childhood
educators and program
leaders to build vibrant,
inclusive spaces. In these
spaces children can explore
each other’s cultures, build
confidence, and share their
unique experiences. The
principles and strategies
featured in the guide come
from professionals and
programs across the
province. It is filled with real
experiences, valuable
information, and tools that
can help build knowledge
and skills in a relatable way.

Learn more at sparkguide.ca/
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Fire Safety & Fire Prevention Week

Fire Prevention Week is a
nationally observed week in
the United States and Canada
that is held this year from
October 5th to 11th.

The theme for Fire Prevention
Week 2025 is "Charge into
Fire Safety™: Lithium-lon
Batteries in Your Home." This
theme focuses on the
importance of safely using,
charging, and disposing of
lithium-ion batteries, which
are found in many common
household electronics.

Key Fire Safety Lessons to
Teach Young Children:

Fire is not a toy. Explain that
matches, lighters, and candles

are tools for grown-ups and
should never be touched or
played with.

"Stop, Drop, and Roll." This is
a simple, effective technique
for a child to use if their
clothing catches on fire.
Practice this skill with them so
they know to stop, drop to
the ground, cover their face,
and roll over to smother the
flames.

Crawl low under smoke. In a
fire, smoke and toxic gases
rise. Teach children to get low
to the floor and crawl to
safety, as the air is cleaner
and cooler near the ground.

Know the sound of a smoke

alarm. Make sure your
children know what the
smoke alarm sounds like and
what to do when they hear it:
"Get out and stay out!"

Did you know?

As per Standard 10B: Home &
Safety, all approved Family
Day Home programs must:

- Have a written emergency
plan for evacuation
procedures and an evacuation
route

- Practice and record monthly
fire drills with children; all
children who are
developmentally able must
know the designated outside
meeting place.
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Come see us on
October 31st from
3:30-6:00pm at the
agency office.
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Welcome Emi to Our Office Team

Welcome Emi!

Emi graduated from Red Deer College
Early Learning and Diploma program
in 2011 and has been dedicated to
working with children and families
ever since. Originally from Japan, she
also holds teaching certificates for
early childhood and early education

(elementary grade 1-12) in Japan. She
has experienced with all age groups
in daycare and out-of-school age care
as aroom lead and assistant director.
She has also operated own day home
through the Innisfail & Area Family
Day Home Society.

Emi is passionate about connecting
with children through play, creativity
and hands-on activities. She brings
extensive experience in activity
planning, supporting children’s
emotional regulation, and guiding
positive behaviours.

Alongside her work with children, she
has spent recent years mentoring
practicum students and working as a
Professional Practice Advisor with
Red Deer Polytechnic to help the new
professional grow in the ELCC field.

She is committed to promoting
inclusiveness and diversity in the all
aspects of her work with children,
families, and educators.

Emi has joined the Innisfail and Family
Day Home Society agency team as a
consultant in September 2025. She
has already started joining Ella and
Reshann on home visits, and will have
her own caseload of educators by
December—watch for her
communications in the new year!
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Office Closed
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IWICC Multicultural
Fair 11am-4pm
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Month End Trunk or Treat
Paperwork Due 3:30-6pm

Halloween
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Fall Back
Set your clocks
back one
hour before
bed on
Sunday.
9 - 10 11 12 13 14 15
Office Closed
Remembrance Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Office Closed at 2pm
ARCQE National Child ARCQE National Child
Day Conference Day Conference
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Advisory Board Month End
Meeting 7pm Paperwork Due Kimochies
10am—4pm
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